
Table S6. Spearman rank correlations between climate variables and confirmed Lassa fever cases at lags of 0–12 weeks, 
Nigeria, 2020–2025

Lag (wk) Rainfall (rs) Rainfall (p) Temperature (rs) Temperature (p)

0 −0.589 < 0.001 +0.462 < 0.001
1 −0.621 < 0.001 +0.441 < 0.001
2 −0.648 < 0.001 +0.398 < 0.001
3 (peak) −0.663 < 0.001 +0.341 < 0.001
4 −0.651 < 0.001 +0.280 < 0.001
5 −0.627 < 0.001 +0.126 0.029
6 −0.589 < 0.001 +0.072 0.209
7 −0.545 < 0.001 +0.031 0.589
8 (model) −0.505 < 0.001 −0.044 0.440
9 −0.462 < 0.001 −0.121 0.034
10 −0.418 < 0.001 −0.198 0.001
11 −0.371 < 0.001 −0.262 < 0.001
12 −0.322 < 0.001 −0.308 < 0.001
Lag 3 (peak): highest rainfall correlation (rs = −0.663). Lag 8 (model): selected for primary negative binomial model on biological plausibility and AIC.
AIC, Akaike information criterion. 

https://doi.org/10.24171/j.phrp.2026.0226

Ayokunle John Tadema et al.

1


